
Using the Virginia Regulatory Town Hall 
to Review Proposed Changes to 

Virginia’s Regulations

For Cabinet Secretaries

March 2026



What is regulatory review?

• Process determined by the Administrative Process Act (APA) and 
each Governor’s Executive Order (EO) on Rulemaking

• Requires approval of a regulatory proposal by OAG, DPB, relevant 
Cabinet Secretary, and Governor

• Designed to ensure regulations reflect good government 
principles 
oClearly written and easily understandable
oMost efficient and cost-effective way of achieving the intended objective 
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What are regulatory actions and stages?  
• Actions.  Regulations are promulgated, amended, or repealed 

thorough a regulatory “action.”   

• Stages. Actions consist of one or more “stages.” 
oVehicle used to move an action from start to finish. 
oSubject to Executive Branch Review (including the relevant Secretary) before 

publication in the Virginia Register of Regulations and open for comment.
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Types of regulatory actions and their stages  
• Fast-Track:  “expected to be noncontroversial” (one stage)

o Determined by DPB initially, then Governor
o 10 or more objections by public or 1 legislator leads to standard action

• Emergency:  takes effect immediately (one stage)
o Is temporary (18-24 months)
o Can be made permanent via standard action

• Standard: default process (3 stages)
• Notice of Intended Regulatory Action (NOIRA)
• Proposed
• Final

• Exempt n : Not subject to Executive Branch Review
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Reviewing a Stage - Documents 

Documents (slides to follow)
• Regulatory Text
• Agency Background Document (aka Town Hall Form)
• OAG Certification letter
• Economic Impact Analysis (proposed & fast-track only)
• Agency Response to an EIA

• DPB Policy Analysis – Governor’s Confidential Working 
Papers – Please do not share without Governor’s consent
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Regulatory Review Aids
 • Whenever a new stage is added to your pending list, you will 

receive an email with a link to that stage.  
• One-page rulemaking flow charts are on Town Hall @ 

https://townhall.virginia.gov/um/charts.cfm
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Questions, suggestions, or comments

Ashley Colvin, Director
Regulatory and Economic Analysis Division
Ashley.colvin@dpb.virginia.gov

Melanie K. West, Regulatory Process Specialist
Regulatory and Economic Analysis Division
Melanie.west@dpb.virginia.gov
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